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The School We Built Together 
A Note From the Pastor 
This is a success story 
about what happens when a 
diverse group of people 
come together, and refuse to 
give up. It’s the tale of two 
refugees determined to give 
back. And it’s a testament to 
how a commitment from 
our small church in New 
Edinburgh can reach across 
an ocean, and transform the 
lives of families on a 
faraway continent. 

Last month, in the Liberian 
village of Galai, 
construction began on the 
community’s first school. 

Before rainy season arrives, 
the 10-room building is on 
track to be finished, 
providing education to 
hundreds of children, who 
have spent too many years 
taking shifts in a one-room 
house with no windows. 

It took five long years for 
St. John Lutheran Church to 
make this happen. The idea 
was first brought forward 
by a member at the church, 
a former refugee from 
Liberia named Jesse 
Matthews, who knew 
firsthand that the children in 

Galai desperately needed a 
school. The congregation, 
which has previously built a 
well in Liberia, sponsored 
four refugees from the war-
torn country and sent more 
than a thousand school kits 
to Africa, began raising 
money for the project. This 
was the easy part. In fact, 
two anonymous donors 
came forward recently to 
commit significant funds 
for this project.  We have 
approximately $50K.  We 
only need $15K more to see 
this project to completion. 
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Despite overwhelming need among its citizens, Liberia is a difficult place for NGOs to work because of 
corruption and bureaucratic red tape. A committee at St. John sought to find a partner to build the school, 
but there was a problem at every turn. Some groups backed away because they could not navigate the red-
tape, another group was turned down by St John because they wanted religious strings attached to the 
project. Experts told us it could not be done. But we persevered. St. John, despite being a small church, has 
a long history of persevering. After 120 years in the neighbourhood, St. John continues to be a strong 
supporter of the local food bank and the Garry J Armstrong Long Term Care Home, as well as funding a 
women’s medical clinic at the Shepherd’s of Good Hope.   

Finally, the solution came from another Liberian refugee, Eric Wowoh in Texas, who like Mr. Matthews, 
had found success in a new home, and wanted to give back to his native country. Two days after signing a 
contract to work together, with St. John committing additional funds, a group of villagers in Galai met to 
choose the spot where the school will stand. 

This achievement is an instructive lesson for Canada, as we prepare to host 25,000 new refugees from 
another war-torn part of the world. They will arrive here with little but the grit and potential to contribute to 
the fabric and identity of this nation - like so many others before them. 

Like this country, St. John itself is a diverse group - a community of young professionals and tradespeople, 
seniors with roots that go back to the founding families of this neighbourhood, and youth focused on social 
justice.  Several of the families that worship on Sunday are also new Canadians. That diversity is a gift - a 
driving force to get good deeds done. 

When we truly embrace this diversity as a nation - and as a community of faith - we are able to accomplish 
miracles. Just ask the parents in Galai, who will soon be sending their children to a new school, with a roof 
to keep out the rain. 

The new site for the Galai School.  This land was donated by the village elders. 
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From the We Care…Network (CLWR) 
Introducing the "We Care Bear” a knitted handmade teddy 
bear that will make a perfect gift for a child. These can be included in 
our Learning and Living kits or donated separately. 

A pattern for the bear can be found here. Courtesy of Sara Bradberry.

The We Care program is working on a new instructional brochure that 
is set to release early in the new year. We look forward to distributing 
these to congregations across Canada so that we can better tailor our 
shipments to those who are in need around the world.

UPDATE ON LUTHERAN 
SPONSORED FAMILY 
FROM SYRIA... 

Pat Currie & I attended a 
fundraiser dinner in Kanata and 
started to learn about the family 
& process. The Ottawa Lutheran 
Refugee Sponsorship Committee 
has been assisting people to come 
to Canada for many years. On 
Saturday I attended a planning 
meeting on bringing a family 
from Syria. Their information 
was posted on the church bulletin 
board. This Christian family 
consists of a father-a shopkeeper, 
mother-a teacher, and two girls-
ages 3&5. They are living in 
Lebanon and are awaiting their 
final interview. The possible date 
of arrival is in February but a 
recent e-mail indicated that 
refugees that have started the 
process may have their dates 
pushed up. The family of the 
father’s sister is being sponsored 
by St. Aidan Anglican church in 
Elmvale Acres.  

A budget of $21,000 is required 
to fund this family for 1 year. To 
date there is $14,100 in the 
account. Thank you for your 
donation of $500.00 for 2015. 

The same amount is budgeted for 
2016. 

Committee members volunteered 
for various jobs like investigating 
rental housing with St Aidan so 
both families can live close 
together, back up plan of staying 
at a private home, registration for 
medical & OHIP coverage, 
language classes & school 
system, additional English 
lessons & clothing. I have 
volunteered to make a list of 
items that will be required to set 
this family up in their home. 
Pastor Joel has shared that there 
is some storage space in the 
church  basement and room off 
kitchen for items. I hope to have 
a web-based list that people can 
sign up to donate a particular 
item. Contacts for other 
organizations will be included to 
donate items that have already 
been donated. 

There are many other jobs to be 
done. A van & truck to pick up & 
move furniture and strong people 
to do it. Assistance with setting 
up a budget with the family.  
Taking them shopping & around 
the neighbourhood. Taking them 
on the bus & explain how it 
works & where they can find out 

about it. A welcome committee at 
the airport & welcome dinner. 
Also for someone to call or drop 
in on them on a regular basis just 
to make sure everything is OK. 
Take them to the church of their 
choice. It was suggested that the 
youth of the churches could paint 
if needed. Other jobs will come 
up too. 

So what can you do. First off 
prayers that the process will 
happen smoothly and everything 
will be done on time to welcome 
this family to their new home. 
Further financial donations 
would be welcome. I suggested 
that maybe we could have a 
shower for a particular room for 
needed items. I know that those 
that knit could make mitts, hats 
& scarves, maybe an afghan or 
two. New coats & boots will be 
obtained to give them at the 
airport. Sharing your contacts for 
arranging a medical care-doctor, 
dentist & other. 
So stay tuned for more 
information. Any questions, 
suggestions or comments please 
email me at 
saralynlichty@gmail.com or call 
me at 613-406-6290. 
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http://login.greatbignews.com/agents/linkTrack.cfm?mid=0B0200035B&eid=41445A5B0501081006060013131A2850555C58030A104B110F&link=000808035E
http://login.greatbignews.com/agents/linkTrack.cfm?mid=0B0200035B&eid=41445A5B0501081006060013131A2850555C58030A104B110F&link=010102025E
http://login.greatbignews.com/agents/linkTrack.cfm?mid=0B0200035B&eid=41445A5B0501081006060013131A2850555C58030A104B110F&link=000808035E
http://login.greatbignews.com/agents/linkTrack.cfm?mid=0B0200035B&eid=41445A5B0501081006060013131A2850555C58030A104B110F&link=010102025E
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This Evangelical Lutheran Church of Ours 
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All Youth Ages 12-19 
Ottawa Area Lutheran Churches have 
started a new youth group.  We are meeting 
every other week.  Our time together will be 
spent doing team building exercises 
followed by a 50 minute session on Safe 
Dates: An Adolescent Dating Abuse 
Prevention Curriculum.  This is a highly 
engaging and interactive evidence based 
program intended to stop dating violence 
before it ever starts.  The mental health of 
our youth is very important.  The Lutheran 
Churches of Ottawa want to be a place for 
youth to feel comfortable with who they are 
and at the same time learn how to make the 
world a better place.  This ten session 
program will be linked with service events 
around the city of Ottawa.  Following our 
Safe Dates time together we will spend one 
hour reaching out to the world around us.


If you have a youth who is interested in this 
group please speak with Pastor Joel.  We 
have a critical mass of 15-20 youth in this 
age group who have expressed interest in 
this kind of programming. 


Come out and give it a try.  You won’t be 
disappointed.   

Looking for a gift for the person who has 
everything? Look no further than CLWR”s Gifts 
from the Heart catalogue for a selection of gifts 
that are needed by people in refugee 
settlements and impoverished communities. 
Donate gifts that are truly needed in honour of 
your friends and family this Christmas. Gift 
cards for your recipients are available upon 
request. 

We have a number of the catalogues in the 
church narthex. 

Gifts can also be browsed and purchased 
online at www.clwr.org/GFTH. Gift orders are 
accepted by mail, phone or online.

Congratulations to Everlyn 
Matthews in Toronto on the 
birth of her first baby girl. 

http://www.clwr.org/GFTH
http://www.clwr.org/GFTH
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The following Advent devotional resource is offered by our Anglican brother, Dr. Peter 
John Hobbs.  It is designed to be used as is—simple for a household on the go-- or 

expanded with other resources or improvisation.  Folks are encouraged to add readings, 
activities, discussion topics that are meaningful to those in their household.
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Things to Remember 
Mid-week Advent Services at Mount Calvary Lutheran Church ~Dec. 
2,9,16,23. A soup & bread supper begins at 6:00pm followed by the worship 
service at 7:00pm. This year the service liturgy is Holden Evening Prayer.  St. 
John, St. Peter’s and Resurrection Lutheran churches are going to take turns 
with Mount Calvary hosting the evening meal and worship. We are doing Dec. 
9th, and need another volunteer to make soup; volunteers to bring bread & 
butter; and someone who would like to be a reader.  Everyone is welcome 
but in order to help out the soup makers, could we ask you to let Carol 
Christensen or Bev Mathesius know if you plan to attend any of the evenings 
so we can let the host church know numbers for the meal. Thanks! 


The Christmas Pageant for this year will take place on Sunday, December 
20th at 10:00am in Ebinger Memorial Hall. The children and youth will present  
The Nativity by Niki Davies. Please plan to join us for worship followed by our 
annual Christmas pot-luck.  Bring your favourite dish and stay for what will be 
a wonderful time of fellowship. 


    
The Bible study group will meet again in the New Year, beginning on 
January19th, and continuing on the third Tuesday of each month. We will 
read and discuss the lessons to be used in our worship service on the next 
Sundays. All of the material is printed out and we will have copies available in 
the office for anyone interested. Place to be announced later.


The new offering envelopes for 2016 are here. They will be available for pick 
in the church, beginning Dec.6th. 


The ladies’ social circle will meet again on January 5th, at 1:30pm at the 
home of Bev Mathesius, 201 Crichton Street. We had a good day on Nov. 3rd 
making over 50 flannelette diapers for the CLWR baby bundles. 


St. John Members’ Directory Changes:  

Beryl Clark: Garry J. Armstrong Long Term Care Home, 200 Island Lodge 
Rd., Rm 412,  Ottawa, ON  K1N 5M2   613-422-6433


Saralyn Lichty: 1011 Silver Street, Ottawa, ON  K1Z 6H8 613-406-6290 
saralynlichty@gmail.com


Carolyn & Dan Scroggins: 53 Harrington Court, Ottawa, ON  K2K 2S6 
carolyn.scrogginsrn@gmail.com


Hans Ninneman: Stillwater Creek Residence, 301-2018 Robertson Road, 
Ottawa, ON  K2H 1C6


Heather Bajdik: 1511 Rosebella Ave., Ottawa, ON  K1T 1E7


Florence Klein: The Waterside Residence, 105 McNeely Ave., Suite 332, 
Carleton Place, ON  K7C 0B6
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FEED THE NEED 
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BE THE CHANGE
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